President’s Message

On behalf of The Patton Museum Foundation Board of Trustees, | would like to extend our warmest
praise to Trustee, Jamie Totten, for his work in editing and publishing his mother’s extraordinary
memoir about her mother, The Button Box: A Daughter’s Loving Memory of Mrs. George S. Patton, Jr.

The book, written by Ruth Ellen Patton Totten and edited by James Patton Totten is a treasure of
insight into one of America’s remarkable families. Unpublished for over a quarter century, Mrs.
Totten’s gracefully written book is easy to read and a delight to contemplate. Her many charming
stories are augmented with numerous previously unpublished family photos. The book offers an
intimate view of this legendary lady and the legacy she instilled into her family. America is indebted
to Jamie Totten for his willingness to bring this important work to American readers still eager to
learn more about the renowned Pattons. | hope you will purchase a copy!

On other matters, the Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) has created significant
press over the many changes under consideration. Our readers will be well aware of the proposed
move of Armor training to Fort Benning. What then of the Patton Museum? Because of our
recently concluded search for an exhibit design and architectural firm and the availability of funds
to complete that phase of the project, we have determined that it is in the Museum’s best interest
to continue that effort. At the same time, we have been most impressed with the determination of
Kentucky’s Congressional delegation to maintain the museum at Fort Knox.

As the Army’s regulation clearly states, the collection belongs to the American people.

So, we are pleased to note that those same American people have been encouraging the Foundation
with their generous support and a sense of enthusiasm for the story we have to tell. To those
whose names appear within, we are most grateful for your support as we approach the hard work
of developing a plan that we believe will significantly elevate the stature of the Patton Museum.

In the last few months, | have had the high honor of visiting with the veterans and their families of
two World War Il Armored Divisions, the 3rd and 11th, at their reunions. What struck me the most
was the attendance and support by children and grandchildren of these legendary veterans. As the
last of these sixtieth anniversary celebrations draws to a close, | would like to add the Foundation’s
unqualified admiration and affection to that of their families for the unprecedented sacrifice of that
heroic generation. To those who bore some of freedom’s heaviest burdens, we say, “Well done!”

L’ Audace!

(K2 —

Dick Chegar

THE PATTON MUSEUM FOUNDATION
www.generalpatton.org

P.O. Box 25 « Fort Knox, Kentucky 40121 - Tel 502-943-8977 « Fax 502-942-0033 - 1-888-212-6767

Your tax deductible contributions to the Patton Museum are made through the Patton Museum Foundation, a 501(C)(3) organization.

Funding for this publication has been provided by The Institute of Museum and Library Services.



Remembering Noted Patton Biographer
Martin Blumenson (1918-2005)

It is with great sadness that we
note the passing of historian
Martin Blumenson, who died April
15 at his home in Washington after
a bout with cancer. He was 86. A
preeminent historian of World War
I, Blumenson wrote the Army's
official account of the D-Day
invasion and was an authority on
the life of Gen. George S. Patton Jr.

Serving as an historian for Patton's
3rd Army, he was later invited by
the Patton family to examine the
general’s letters and personal
papers, which yielded the two
volumes that make up The Patton
Papers. The volumes published in
1972 and 1974 totaled nearly 2,000
pages. The work was described in
the New York Times as a "sympathetic
and flawlessly crafted biography.”

“America lost a giant in the field of
military history with the passing of
Martin Blumenson. His keen sense
as an observer was first sharpened
by his own battlefield experience in
World War I1,” noted Dick Chegar,
MG, AUS (Retired), president and
CEO of the Patton Museum
Foundation. “As the depth of his
intellect and perspective became
known, he was widely sought after,
not least of all by Mrs. George S.
Patton, Jr. That five year endeavor
produced The Patton Papers, and
lifted Mr. Blumenson's reputation
as a military historian to the same
level as his most famous subject.”

Blumenson drew on his 20 years
as an official historian of the
army to write 23 books detailing
the exploits of World War 11

commanders and describing
military campaigns. His subjects
included Rommel, Eisenhower and
Patton. His biography, Patton:

The Man Behind the Legend, 1885-
1945, was praised for its evenhanded
and comprehensive look at the life
of the general.

A skilled pianist, Blumenson chose
to follow his love of history and
earned a bachelor's and a master's
degree from Bucknell University in
Pennsylvania. He later earned a sec-
ond master's degree in history from
Harvard University.

In addition to his service in World
War 11, he served as an Army

Reserve officer and was recalled to
active duty during the Korean War.

In the course of his career,
Blumenson taught at institutions
including George Washington
University, the U.S. Military
Academy and the Army and Navy
war colleges. He received the
prestigious Samuel Eliot Morison
Prize for his contributions to
military history in 1995.

“Until his death, Mr. Blumenson
continued to write widely and
effectively with illuminating
insight and lessons for today's
military leaders. The Patton Saber
was honored to have published
one of his last articles on General
Patton. His generosity of time,
talent and wisdom is a lesson for
all who honor the profession of
arms,” observed Chegar. At the
time of his death, Blumenson was
working on a new book about Patton.

News reports of Blumenson’s death
were used to compile this report.

AUS (ret.), receives the United States
Armor Association’s Noble Patron of
Armor Award for his tireless and
innovative work on behalf of the
Patton Museum. Chegar is only the
fifth recipient of this honor, which
recognizes the elite among members
of the U.S. Armor Association.

Major General Richard “Dick” Chegar,

Dick Chegar Receives Noble Patron of Armor Award




Honor Roll of Donors

The Patton Museum Foundation wishes to gratefully acknowledge
the generosity of donors who have contributed to the Foundation

from July 1, 2004 to the present.
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James Patton Totten discusses the
creation of The Button Box: | believe
my mother (Ruth Ellen Patton Totten)
started writing the book as a form of
therapy after my father died in the late
1960s. Mother had an old beat up
Remington typewriter that she used to
write letters on. She basically had a
conversation with her typewriter. The
book reads the way she talked.

It was no surprise. Mother was always
the family archivist. She was interested

got famous. She wanted to record it all

or eight years to finish the manuscript.
When she was done she had it repro-
duced and gave copies to my brother,
my sister and me and other family
members to proofread.

in family history long before the family

for future generations. It took her seven

A\ Daughter’s Tribute —
A\ Gift to Future Generations

When (Historian Carlo) D’Este went

to see her about his book (Patton: A
Genius for War), she loaned him a copy
of the manuscript. After she died we got
a letter from his publisher that said this
was an unpublished reference and that
we needed to read over his book to
verify the quotes. | reread it later and
thought it was a cool book and that we
needed to do something to keep it
around. After we got the copy cleaned
up and picked out some previously
unpublished photos, | asked D’Este
about how to go about getting it
published. He suggested trying a
university press. | sent a few chapters
to Kansas and Missouri and Missouri
accepted it.

The book offers insight into how much
influence a supportive wife can have

into a man’s career, particularly a
military career. There are expressions
out there like “It’s a wife’s duty to
pack, pay and follow” and “If the Army
wanted you to have a wife they would
have issued you one.” Beatrice Patton
made a career of supporting the
General’s career, but she did not take
a back seat. Gen. Patton got famous
for what he did in the last five years
of his life, the previous 55 were
unrecorded. She (Beatrice) was there
for the whole deal!

The central message of the book is that
the Patton’s were a team. Grandmother
was a special person and she was a
compliment and supplement to my
grandfather and to his career. He would
not have been who he was without her.

Continued from page 1

On Bee’s Wedding

Ma’s and Georgie’s wedding on May
26, 1910, was the wedding of the
year. It was also the first military
wedding on the North Shore since
the Civil War. Ma wore the wedding
dress that had been made for Ellie
in 1884. It was trimmed with real
orange blossoms from Lake
Vineyard, brought on the train

by the Pattons in a box of wet
cotton. Georgie and the ushers,
except for Fred Ayer, wore their

full dress blue uniforms . . .

A Life Changing Moment

... Ma was walking the carriage
with “little Bee” along a path up
above the quarters where she could
look out over the prairie, with its

6
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Bee on the When and If, 1950.

grass blowing like waves in the wind
that never stops blowing in Kansas.
The endless blue sky stretched over
the endless green-gray-gold prairie.
She looked down at a ridge of
chalky white rock that cropped up
across the path. . . suddenly she
saw that it was not a rock, it was
thousands and thousands of tiny
shells, melded together with sand,
... and she was standing on the
shores of a dead seas, millions of
years gone dry. She ran as fast as she
could push the baby carriage . . .
and sat right down and wrote to
Lauriat’s, a bookstore in Boston, to
send her immediately all the books
they had on American marine
fossils. She found out, after reading
several volumes, that Kansas had
once been the bottom of the
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Continued from page 7

“General Patton, like many of us who
have served our nation in battle, placed
great emphasis on God’s role in his life.
This painting is a wonderful reminder
of the value of prayer and faith in God
to the soldier, regardless of his rank.”

Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech Thee, of Thy great
goodness, to restrain these immoderate rains with which we have had to
contend. Grant us fair weather for battle. Graciously hearken to us as soldiers
who call upon Thee that, armed with Thy power, we may advance from
victory to victory, and crush the oppression and wickedness of our enemies,

and establish Thy justice among men and nations. Amen.

Patton’s Prayer To each officer and soldier in the Third United States Army, | wish a Merry

As explained bY Carlo D’Este in Christmas. | have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty, and skill
Patton: A Genius for War” It was in battle. We march in our might to complete victory. May God's blessing rest

November in the Lorraine when a . .
) upon each of you on this Christmas Day.
frustrated Patton called the Third Army

chaplain, Msgr. (Col.) James H. O’Neill G. S. Patton, Jr.

and asked for a prayer for the weather. Lieutenant General

O’Neill composed the following prayer,  commanding, Third United States Army.

which Patton shared with the troops in

the form of a greeting card which read: =~ As commentator Paul Harvey says, now you know “the rest of the story.”



