
On behalf of The Patton Museum Foundation Board of Trustees, I would like to extend our warmest

praise to Trustee, Jamie Totten, for his work in editing and publishing his mother’s extraordinary

memoir about her mother, The Button Box: A Daughter’s Loving Memory of Mrs. George S. Patton, Jr.

The book, written by Ruth Ellen Patton Totten and edited by James Patton Totten is a treasure of

insight into one of America’s remarkable families. Unpublished for over a quarter century, Mrs.

Totten’s gracefully written book is easy to read and a delight to contemplate. Her many charming 

stories are augmented with numerous previously unpublished family photos. The book offers an 

intimate view of this legendary lady and the legacy she instilled into her family. America is indebted

to Jamie Totten for his willingness to bring this important work to American readers still eager to 

learn more about the renowned Pattons. I hope you will purchase a copy!

On other matters, the Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) has created significant 

press over the many changes under consideration. Our readers will be well aware of the proposed

move of Armor training to Fort Benning. What then of the Patton Museum? Because of our 

recently concluded search for an exhibit design and architectural firm and the availability of funds 

to complete that phase of the project, we have determined that it is in the Museum’s best interest 

to continue that effort. At the same time, we have been most impressed with the determination of

Kentucky’s Congressional delegation to maintain the museum at Fort Knox.

As the Army’s regulation clearly states, the collection belongs to the American people.

So, we are pleased to note that those same American people have been encouraging the Foundation

with their generous support and a sense of enthusiasm for the story we have to tell. To those 

whose names appear within, we are most grateful for your support as we approach the hard work 

of developing a plan that we believe will significantly elevate the stature of the Patton Museum.

In the last few months, I have had the high honor of visiting with the veterans and their families of

two World War II Armored Divisions, the 3rd and 11th, at their reunions. What struck me the most

was the attendance and support by children and grandchildren of these legendary veterans. As the 

last of these sixtieth anniversary celebrations draws to a close, I would like to add the Foundation’s

unqualified admiration and affection to that of their families for the unprecedented sacrifice of that

heroic generation. To those who bore some of freedom’s heaviest burdens, we say, “Well done!”

L’ Audace!

Dick Chegar
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Remembering Noted Patton Biographer 
Martin Blumenson (1918-2005)

It is with great sadness that we
note the passing of historian
Martin Blumenson, who died April
15 at his home in Washington after
a bout with cancer. He was 86. A
preeminent historian of World War
II, Blumenson wrote the Army's
official account of the D-Day 
invasion and was an authority on
the life of Gen. George S. Patton Jr.

Serving as an historian for Patton's
3rd Army, he was later invited by
the Patton family to examine the
general’s letters and personal
papers, which yielded the two 
volumes that make up The Patton
Papers. The volumes published in
1972 and 1974 totaled nearly 2,000
pages. The work was described in
the New York Times as a "sympathetic
and flawlessly crafted biography.”

“America lost a giant in the field of
military history with the passing of
Martin Blumenson. His keen sense
as an observer was first sharpened
by his own battlefield experience in
World War II,” noted Dick Chegar,
MG, AUS (Retired), president and
CEO of the Patton Museum
Foundation. “As the depth of his
intellect and perspective became
known, he was widely sought after,
not least of all by Mrs. George S.
Patton, Jr. That five year endeavor
produced The Patton Papers, and
lifted Mr. Blumenson's reputation
as a military historian to the same
level as his most famous subject.”

Blumenson drew on his 20 years 
as an official historian of the 
army to write 23 books detailing
the exploits of World War II 

commanders and describing 
military campaigns. His subjects
included Rommel, Eisenhower and
Patton. His biography, Patton: 
The Man Behind the Legend, 1885-
1945, was praised for its evenhanded
and comprehensive look at the life
of the general.

A skilled pianist, Blumenson chose
to follow his love of history and
earned a bachelor's and a master's
degree from Bucknell University in
Pennsylvania. He later earned a sec-
ond master's degree in history from
Harvard University.

Dick Chegar Receives Noble Patron of Armor Award
Major General Richard “Dick” Chegar,
AUS (ret.), receives the United States
Armor Association’s Noble Patron of
Armor Award for his tireless and 
innovative work on behalf of the 
Patton Museum. Chegar is only the 
fifth recipient of this honor, which 
recognizes the elite among members 
of the U.S. Armor Association. 

In addition to his service in World
War II, he served as an Army
Reserve officer and was recalled to
active duty during the Korean War.

In the course of his career,
Blumenson taught at institutions
including George Washington
University, the U.S. Military
Academy and the Army and Navy
war colleges. He received the 
prestigious Samuel Eliot Morison
Prize for his contributions to 
military history in 1995.

“Until his death, Mr. Blumenson
continued to write widely and
effectively with illuminating
insight and lessons for today's 
military leaders. The Patton Saber
was honored to have published 
one of his last articles on General
Patton. His generosity of time, 
talent and wisdom is a lesson for
all who honor the profession of
arms,” observed Chegar. At the
time of his death, Blumenson was
working on a new book about Patton.

News reports of Blumenson’s death
were used to compile this report.
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Honor Roll of Donors
The Patton Museum Foundation wishes to gratefully acknowledge

the generosity of donors who have contributed to the Foundation

from July 1, 2004 to the present.

SABER SOCIETY GOLD

707th Tank Battalion Assn.

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Avlon       

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Ayer           

Mr. Lewis E. Bogart            

Carl & Courtney Borntraeger 

Mrs. W. L. L. Brown            

MG(R) & Mrs. Richard D. Chegar

Mr. Amos S. Choi               

Fort Knox OCSC

Gearbox Software, LLC

General Dynamics Land Systems  

Glock, Inc.                    

Mr. Frederick W. Guardabassi   

LTC(R) & Mrs. Robert W. Keats  

Mr. Kenneth J. LeLacheur       

Mr. & Mrs. Jacques M. Littlefield 

MG(R) Peter M. McVey           

Steve & Pam Montgomery    

Mr. Donald P. Moriarty III     

National Defense Industrial Assn.

Mrs. Joanne Patton             

Raydon Corporation             

LTG(R) & Mrs Thomas M. Rienzi  

Mr. Martin F. Schmidt          

MG(R) & Mrs. Elmer L. Stephens 

MG(R) & Mrs. Thomas H. Tait    

TAWANI Enterprises             

Mr. & Mrs. James P. Totten     

Wachovia Foundation            

Mr. & Mrs. George P. Waters    

Mr. John K. Waters, Jr.        

Betsy & COL Glenn Yarborough  

SABER SOCIETY SILVER

8th Arm’d Div. Assn.

MG(R) Dionel E. Aviles         

MG(R) Joseph E. Bastion, Jr.   

Mr. Edward E. Birthright       

Mr. Frank R. Brownell, Pres., CE 

Mr. Earl L. Cato               

Mrs. Jackie Desobry

Dixie Chapter-4th Arm’d Div. Assn.

Dr. John J. Harris, M.D.P.C.    

Pegasus Hobbies                

Dr. & Mrs. George P. Psihas    

Mr. R. A. Schmidt              

Mr. R. Timothy Sinks           

MG(R) & Mrs. William F. Streeter

COL(R) & Mrs. Don W. Williams 

SABER SOCIETY BRONZE

841st Ordnance Depot Company

Mr. Judd H. Alexander          

COL(R) & Mrs. Donald E. Appler 

LTG Robert J. Baer USA, (ret.)    

Mrs. William C. Banning 

Ms. Nancy Jane H. Barnhardt    

Mr. Ralph G. Barren            

BG(R) Hugh J. Bartley          

William D. & Alice M. Bartley        

LTC Joseph C. Barto, Jr.       

John G. Batsakis, M.D.         

MG(R) Edward Bautz, Jr.        

CSM(R) John F. Bednarczyk      

Mr. Denis L. Berger            

Honorable & Mrs. Harry L. Berry 

Mrs. Helen D. Blankley         

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Bogstad    

Mr. Oliver C. Boileau, Jr.     

BG(R) & Mrs. Philip L. Bolte   

Mr. James L. Bradford          

Mr. Gustav J. Braun, Jr.       

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Britton       

LTG(R) Charles W. Brown        

BG(R) John C. Burney           

COL John R. Byers              

Bill & Barbara Campbell 

BG(R) James L. Carroll         

COL(R) Eugene D. Colgan       

COL(R) Thomas M. Constant      

Mr. Thomas A. Cook             

MG(R) Andrew L. Cooley         

Mr. Bob Cooper 

Mr. Joe R. D. Cotten                

Cougar Den                     

COL(R) Donald P. Creuziger     

Mr. Curtis J. Cundiff, CSM(R)   

BG(R) Robert W. Cundiff        

COL(R) Alexander Dankin        

Mr. Chance A. Davies           

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Dedeo   

BG(R) Richard D. Demara        

Mrs. Catherine M. Downey       

Mr. Johnnie R. Downs           

Mr. Lambert P. Elbert          

MG Robert M. Erffmeyer, AUS (ret.)

Mr. Charles B. Ewing, Jr.      

Mr. Peter J. Facelli          

Mr. Joseph F. Fennych          

Mr. Peter J. Finan             

Ms. Majorie A. Fishback        

Mr. Edward W. Fitzgerald, Jr.  

Ms. Eileen L. Foster           

Mr. Rick L. Fought             

MG(R) James E. Freeze          

COL(R) Ralph O. Fullerton     

Timothy J. Gipprich, FSC, USMC

COL(R) Benjamin A. Goodin      

Mr. Fred Gribbell              

Mr. Michael H. Grimm           

Mr. & Mrs. F. St. George

Guardabassi 

Haddad's Auto Service, Inc.    

Mr. Glenn C. Hannah            

Mr. Everitt F. Hardin          

MG(R) Joseph A. Healey         

Mr. Irving M. Heath            

Mr. Lloyd C. Heller            

Randy & Debra Hermes               

LTG(R) Fred Hissong, Jr.       

Dr. George F. Hofmann          

Mr. Karl F. Hollenbach         

Mr. William J. Host            

Mr. Willard F. Howard          

Mr. Walter D. Huddleston       

Jackson Lodge No. 146 F. & A.M.

Jenkins-Essex Construction, Inc. 

Mr. Robert D. Johnson          

Ms. Karen S. Keener            

Kentucky Concrete, Inc.        

LTC Omer L. King, Jr.          

Mr. Charles G. Kobert          

Mr. Robert F. Krassa           

Mr. Norman Kuhns               

Mr. Marvin R. Lawson           

Ms. Judy Lee                   

Mr. Greig Lewis                

Rick & Barb Lewis    

Little Big Horn Assn., Louisville 

MG(R) Dennis P. Malcor         

Mr. Gary R. Mavar              

Gen(R) Barry R. McCaffrey      

Mr. James R. McCartney         

Mr. Theodore W. McComsey       

Mr. Patrick J. McEnroe, Jr.    

Mr. Lige F. McLain             

Mr. Robert Mitarotonda         

Mr. Benjamin B. Morrill        

MG(R) Francis J. Murdoch, Jr.   

Mr. Neal P. Nelson             

Spec 5 Ricky Nix               

LTG(R) Dave R. Palmer          

MSG(R) Robert L. Pangle        

LTC(R) Demetri Paris           

Ms. Ann I. Parks               

Mr. William E. Patton          

Ms. Frances A. Pickett         

Mr. William E. Ralls           

BG(R) Patrick E. Rea           

Mr. Kelley S. Reid             

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard C. Rivers, Jr.     

COL Willis S. Rosing           

Gen(R) Leon E. Salomon         

COL Ben H. Schleider, Jr.      

Mr. William P. Schmitz         

Mr. Gene Sergeant              

Mrs. Ruth P. Sheridan          

Mr. W. H. Shope                

Mr. Donald E. Skeeters         

Mr. Robert H. Small            

MG(R) Adrian St. John II       

Mr. Dave Stanton               

Mr. Mark S. Steece             

MG(R) Robert J. Sunell         

Mr. James M. Taylor, Jr.       

Brent & Sharon Thompson             

CW4(R) Guy L. Tirk             

MG(R) Harry H. Treadaway       

BG(R) James T. Tuberty         

Mr. Abraham J. Ugent           

LTG(R) Walter F. Ulmer, Jr.    

Mr. Ray Vandenbark             

Mr. Jack I. Vankeuren          

Gen(R) Louis C. Wagner, Jr.    

West Point Society of New England 

Mrs. Margaret Williams         

MG(R) William P. Winkler, Jr.   

COL(R) William F. Wollenberg   

LTG(R) & Mrs. John J. Yeosock  

Dr. Raymond J.Young,WWII, 3rd Army

Kenneth E. Zichal, M.D.

PATRON

Mr. Brent Paul Abadie          

Mr. Joseph A. Albarelli, Sr.   

Ms. Mabel L. Albasin           

Mr. Arthur B. Alphin           

Mr. Alvin Armstrong            

Mr. Ralph R. Arndt             

Rep. Adrian K. Arnold          

COL George Artman              

LTG(R) John L. Ballantyne III  

Mr. Bill J. Barker             

Ms. Leda L. Barnes             

COL(R) Raymond R. Battreall, Jr.

Bellarmine University          

Verlyn & Connie Berends 

Mr. Roger Berta            

LTC Crystal S. Blackdeer       

Mr. Alton R. Blanks, Sr.       

Mr. Lewis C. Bledsoe           

BG(R) James W. Boddie, Jr.      

Ms. Carol A. Bollinger         

Mr. Floyd E. Bollinger         

BG(R) Darden J. Bourne         

Mr. George C. Branca           

Mr. Jim L. Brannon             

Mr. D. C. Brett                

LTG(R) Frederick J. Brown III  
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Mr. Thomas H. Brown

Mr. Robert Bucco            

COL(R) Herbert J. Budnick

Dr. D. Brent Burkett      

COL(R) Clark A. Burnett        

Mr. John J. Burns              

Mr. John A. Cain               

LTC(R) Jerry K. Carter, Jr.    

Mr. Louis Caruso               

Mr. Newton Carver              

LTC(R) James Chekos            

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Clark       

Mr. Robert F. Clark            

ISG(R) Steven H. Cohn          

Mrs. Ruth Cole                 

MG(R) Thomas F. Cole           

Mr. Michael L. Collins         

Mr. William H. Connor USAF(R)  

LTC Daniel P. Coombes          

Mr. Merritt M. Corbin          

Mr. Philip A. Costello         

Mr. Marvin S. Cox              

Dr. John W. Cranston           

Mr. David F. Crews             

Mr. Hillman C. Crowell         

Mr. Timothy J. Curley LTC(R)   

Mr. Clay J. Curtin             

Mr. John C. Curzio II          

LTC Henry F. Dailey            

Mr. Jim Daloia                 

Mr. James O. Davis             

In Memorial Honor of 

James Leslie Davis            

Mr. Barry T. Day               

Mr. Joseph Deboutez            

Mr. Jack A. Del Monte, 191st TK BN    

Mr. William J. Desmond         

COL John Dibble, Jr.           

Mr. Edward S. Dolovy           

Mr. Webster E. Dossett         

Mr. Robert C. Drake            

Mr. James E. Durham            

Mrs. Margaret E. Eells         

MG(R) William E. Eicher        

Mr. Garry Evans                

Michael & Linda Evers           

Mr. Raymond H. Fahle           

Mr. Steven H. Fenske           

Mr. Robert J. Ferraro          

SGM(R) Charles E. Fetters      

Mr. Richard S. Finch           

Mr. Jerry L. Finkes            

Mr. David R. Finnell           

Mr. Ralph C. Flechsig          

PVT Joshua A. Flowers          

Ms. Alice Fortner

Mr. Herman A. Fullriede        

Mr. John C. Fulton             

Mr. Richard D. Gardner         

Dr. William J. Garner          

C. C. “Jake” Garrison       

Mr. Edwin L. Genthner          

Mrs. Judith Giles

Mr. Larry A. Gillis            

Mr. Vincent A. Gish            

Mr. Donald E. Goetz            

Mr. Perry Goldstein            

LTC(R) Ronald B. Goree         

Mr. Robert L. Guillet, Sr.     

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Habas         

Mr. Ernest J. Hahn             

LTC(R) Robert H. Haley         

MG(R) Hal E. Hallgren          

Mr. Henry A. Harding           

Mr. William E. Harding         

Mr. Ron Harrington             

SGM(R) Francis W. Healey       

Mr. & Mrs. William D. Heller   

Mr. Robert P. Herman           

Mr. Murray Hill                

Mr. Scott R. Holley            

Mr. & Mrs. Steve G. Hollingsworth 

Mr. Vincent E. Hooper          

Mr. Adrian N. Howard           

Mr. Kenneth Hummel             

Mrs. Marjorie C. Illston       

Mr. Robert R. Jacobs           

Mr. John D. Jenkins            

MAJ(R) Peter B. Johnson, Sr.   

Mr. Robert Johnston, Jr.       

Mr. Bobby F. Jordan            

BG(R) Charles J. Kaniss        

Mr. Calvin K. Kesterson        

Mr. James W. Keyser            

Mr. Norman J. Kinnischtzke     

Mr. Roland G. Klaus            

Mr. Julius W. Kling            

COL(R) Robert H. Kreutzer      

Mr. Stanley J. Krick           

Mr. Jeff B. Krumme             

Mr. Edward Krusheski           

LTC(R) Robert M. Lally         

James H. “Jimmie” Leach, 11th

ACR/27th AR REGT              

Mr. Dan LeBeau                 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Lewis    

Mr. Walter K. Lewis, Jr.       

Mr. James E. Lifer             

Mr. Robert L. Liston           

Mr. Mike Locke

MG(R) & Mrs. James M. Lyle     

Mr. Christopher Maher          

Mr. Duane R. Mahlen, 

11th Arm’d Div. WWII            

Mr. Bob Majeski                

Mr. John P. Malay              

Mr. Joe W. Maloney             

Mr. Arthur Marc                

Mr. James J. Mariano           

Mr. Thomas F. Mayer            

Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Maynard   

Mr. Larry D. Maynard           

The Honorable John N. McCain   

Mr. Leo McCoy                  

Mr. James W. McDonald          

Mr. James McGahan, Jr.         

Mr. Francis X. Mcgrail         

Mr. Edward McKernan            

Mr. Lynford L. McKirdy         

Mr. Allston E. Metcalf         

BG(R) Bruce T. Miketinac       

Mr. Don E. Milleman            

LTC Johnny R. Miller              

Mr. Daniel A. Miranda

Mr. Clifton A. Mitchell          

Mr. Roger L. Montminy          

Mrs. Susan E. Mortensen        

Mr. Stanley Moskal             

Mr. G. Clarke Mullins          

MG(R) C. Emerson Murry, AUS      

Mr. Elbert H. Myers            

Mr. John P. Napoleon           

Mr. George Nazarovitch         

Mr. Alvin L. Nichols           

MAJ David L. Nicholson         

Mr. Stanley F. Niedermeier     

Mr. Arthur E. Nolan            

Northside Christian Academy    

Mr. John J. O'Connor           

Mr. Irving Odgers              

Mr. John W. Otto               

Mr. Andrew Pace                

Mr. Michael E. Pakalik         

Mr. Joseph I. Parr             

Ms. Patricia A. Parr           

Mr. William R. Pearson         

Mr. George M. Pease            

Mrs. Marilyn Pecsok

Mr. Pasquale Pepe              

Mr. Richard Pers               

Dr. David & Julie Petcu             

Mr. Joseph Petric              

Mr. Edward Phillips            

Mr. John E. Plamp, Jr.         

BG(R) Richard W. Potter, Jr.    

Mr. Robert C. Pryor            

Mr. Albert F. Raffaelli        

Mr. David Raines               

Ms. Carolyn Reed, 

6th Arm’d Div. Assn.               

Mr. Edward F. Reed             

Dr. Raymond L. Reed            

Mr. Richard D. Reed            

Mr. Tyler M. Reid             

Mr. Daniel H. Reigle           

Mr. Charles R. Rich III        

Mr. Robert W. Richards         

Mr. Joseph Ridgway             

Mr. Edward E. Ripplemeier      

Mr. Alfred H. Roberts, Jr.     

COL Willis S. Rosing           

Mr. G. L. Russell              

Dr. Thomas W. Sale             

Mr. Joseph Saraceno            

Mr. Rick & Karyn Schafer         

Mr. Steve Schmidt              

BG(R) Anson W. Schulz          

Mr. Harry H. Semmes, Jr.       

Mr. Lee Shell                  

Dr. & Mrs. Curtis Sigdestad

Society Colonial Wars

Mr. Ho Young Son               

Mr. Fred C. Stadelmeier        

MG(R) Laddie L. Stahl          

CPT(R) Richard R. Stander    

Mr. Gregory J. Stapleton       

Mr. Billy O. Steele            

Mr. Steve A. Stephens          

Mr. Rodney R. Stewart          

Mr. Larry & Marcia Stinson           

Mr. Earl R. Stonefield         

Mr. Lavon D. Swank             

Mr. Ronald W. Szudy            

Mr. Septemio V. Tanzella       

Ms. Amy E. Taylor              

Mr. Okey E. Taylor             

Mr. Thomas M. Tencza           

Mr. R. J. “Hank” Thompson  

Mr. Fred T. Thrasher           

LTC(R) & Mrs. Richard G. Trefry 

MAJ John F. Turner AUS (ret.)    

Mr. Angelo Turturici           

Mr. Jack I. Vankeuren          

Mr. Joseph P. Vetrini          

Mr. William O. Voigt           

Mr. Robert Wagner              

E. H. “Mickey” Walker, Jr.   

MG(R) William F. Ward, Jr.      

Mr. Jared Warner, Sr.          

Mr. La Vere E. Watson          

LTC James M. Weaver            

MG(R) William L. Webb, Jr.      

Steve & Sue Wesmiller        

Mr. Joseph D. West             

Dr. Robert G. Whittemore       

Mr. John J. Williams           

Mr. Joseph D. Williams         

Mr. Richard W. Williams        

Ms. Sherry Wilson              

Mr. Nicholas Winowich          

Mr. Ronald Winstanley          

Mr. John T. Wood               

Mr. Dennis C. Wright           

Mr. Stephen A. Wydrzynski      

Mr. & Mrs. James G. Yeates     

Mr. Gordon P. Young            

Mrs. Perry E. Zaback           

Mr. Andrew Zakar               

Mr. Gene R. Zalabski

Mr. James A. Zingales



grass blowing like waves in the wind
that never stops blowing in Kansas.
The endless blue sky stretched over
the endless green-gray-gold prairie.
She looked down at a ridge of
chalky white rock that cropped up
across the path. . . suddenly she 
saw that it was not a rock, it was
thousands and thousands of tiny
shells, melded together with sand,  
. . . and she was standing on the
shores of a dead seas, millions of
years gone dry. She ran as fast as she
could push the baby carriage . . .
and sat right down and wrote to
Lauriat’s, a bookstore in Boston, to
send her immediately all the books
they had on American marine 
fossils. She found out, after reading
several volumes, that Kansas had
once been the bottom of the
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On Bee’s Wedding

Ma’s and Georgie’s wedding on May
26, 1910, was the wedding of the
year. It was also the first military
wedding on the North Shore since
the Civil War. Ma wore the wedding
dress that had been made for Ellie
in 1884. It was trimmed with real
orange blossoms from Lake
Vineyard, brought on the train 
by the Pattons in a box of wet 
cotton. Georgie and the ushers,
except for Fred Ayer, wore their 
full dress blue uniforms . . . 

A Life Changing Moment

. . . Ma was walking the carriage
with “little Bee” along a path up
above the quarters where she could
look out over the prairie, with its

Continued from page 1

When (Historian Carlo) D’Este went 
to see her about his book (Patton: A
Genius for War), she loaned him a copy
of the manuscript. After she died we got
a letter from his publisher that said this
was an unpublished reference and that
we needed to read over his book to 
verify the quotes. I reread it later and
thought it was a cool book and that we
needed to do something to keep it
around. After we got the copy cleaned
up and picked out some previously
unpublished photos, I asked D’Este
about how to go about getting it 
published. He suggested trying a 
university press. I sent a few chapters 
to Kansas and Missouri and Missouri
accepted it. 

The book offers insight into how much
influence a supportive wife can have

into a man’s career, particularly a 
military career. There are expressions
out there like “It’s a wife’s duty to 
pack, pay and follow” and “If the Army
wanted you to have a wife they would
have issued you one.” Beatrice Patton
made a career of supporting the
General’s career, but she did not take 
a back seat. Gen. Patton got famous 
for what he did in the last five years 
of his life, the previous 55 were
unrecorded. She (Beatrice) was there 
for the whole deal!

The central message of the book is that
the Patton’s were a team. Grandmother
was a special person and she was a
compliment and supplement to my
grandfather and to his career. He would
not have been who he was without her. 

James Patton Totten discusses the 
creation of The Button Box: I believe
my mother (Ruth Ellen Patton Totten)
started writing the book as a form of
therapy after my father died in the late
1960s. Mother had an old beat up
Remington typewriter that she used to
write letters on. She basically had a
conversation with her typewriter. The
book reads the way she talked. 

It was no surprise. Mother was always
the family archivist. She was interested
in family history long before the family
got famous. She wanted to record it all
for future generations. It took her seven
or eight years to finish the manuscript.
When she was done she had it repro-
duced and gave copies to my brother,
my sister and me and other family 
members to proofread.

A Daughter’s Tribute – 
A Gift to Future Generations

Bee on the When and If, 1950.
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Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech Thee, of Thy great

goodness, to restrain these immoderate rains with which we have had to 

contend. Grant us fair weather for battle. Graciously hearken to us as soldiers

who call upon Thee that, armed with Thy power, we may advance from 

victory to victory, and crush the oppression and wickedness of our enemies, 

and establish Thy justice among men and nations. Amen.

To each officer and soldier in the Third United States Army, I wish a Merry

Christmas. I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty, and skill

in battle. We march in our might to complete victory. May God's blessing rest

upon each of you on this Christmas Day.

G. S. Patton, Jr.
Lieutenant General
Commanding, Third United States Army. 

As commentator Paul Harvey says, now you know “the rest of the story.”

“General Patton, like many of us who
have served our nation in battle, placed
great emphasis on God’s role in his life.
This painting is a wonderful reminder
of the value of prayer and faith in God
to the soldier, regardless of his rank.”

Patton’s Prayer

As explained by Carlo D’Este in
“Patton: A Genius for War” It was
November in the Lorraine when a 
frustrated Patton called the Third Army
chaplain, Msgr. (Col.) James H. O’Neill
and asked for a prayer for the weather.
O’Neill composed the following prayer,
which Patton shared with the troops in
the form of a greeting card which read:  

Continued from page 7


